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LIt is clear that Knowledge of the minelaying can not be imputed to the Albania
Government by reason merely of the fact that mainefield discovered in Albanian territorial
waters. It is true, as international practice shows, that a state on whose territory orin whose
waters an act to international law has occurred, may be called upon to give an explanation.
It 1s also true that state cannot evade such a request by limiting it self to a reply that it is
ignorant of the circumstances of the act and of its autors.. but it cannot be concluded from
the mere fact of the control exercised by a state over its territory and waters, that state
necessarily knewor ought to have know.....have known, tha authors. This fact by itself and
from other circumstances , neither involves primafacie Responsibility nor shifts the
burden proof.

On the other hand the fact of this exclusive territorial control exerted by a state whthin its
frontiers has a bearing upon the methods of proof available to establish the knowledge of
that state as to such events”, See: I.C.J. Reports, 1949 P19.
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_"In fact nothing was attempted by the Albanian authorities to prevent the disaster, these

grave omissions the international responsibility of Albania" .See: 1.C.J, Reports, 1949,
P244.
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2_Philippe SANDS , International Law, The international court of Justice and Nuclear
Weapons, Cambredge University Press, 1999, P342.
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5. LE BAUT(Y): (sous la Direction), Les essais nucléaires Francais, Bruylant, Bruxelles, 1996,
P15.
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sur la paix, Centre de documentation et de recherche sur la paix et les conflits, Lyon, 2003.
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