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Abstract

The research on civil-military relations and democratic transition aimed to investigate the
problem of the impact of the structure of civil-military relations on the path of democratic
transition in Arab countries after the popular uprisings of 2011. To clarify and examine the
military institution's position regarding the calls for overthrowing the reigning government and
its role in it in both cases, it primarily focused on the experiences of Egypt and Algeria. On the
one hand, it assessed the results of this intervention on the democratic process and reached a
set of results represented in the focus of the transitional demands on the disruption of the
succession project in the Egyptian case, and the refusal to control the presidency of the republic
by the brother and adviser of the Algerian president Abdelaziz Bouteflika, taking advantage of
his illness to lead the country within the framework of what was called unconstitutional forces
on the other hand.

As for the position and role of the military institution in the face of the demands of the
transition in both countries, it hesitated to participate in the movement and then responded by
securing it, accompanying it, and recognizing its demands. It unilaterally managed the transition
phase, which resulted in the transfer of power to the military council and the breaking of the
Egyptian constitution after the resignation of President Hosni Mubarak. However, the Algerian
case clung to the legal solution in the transfer of power after the resignation of President
Abdelaziz Bouteflika by applying constitutional legitimacy. This resulted in a difference in the
extent of the roles assumed by the Algerian army in the conduct of the transition period
compared to the Egyptian army, which resulted in the latter having exclusive power and
decision-making in all matters relating to the affairs of the country. This took a set of features,
the most salient of which is its monopoly of legislative, executive, and judicial powers. It
monopolized the so-called supra-constitutional functions, the most important of which are
approving constitutional declarations, dissolving parliament, and removing the first civilian
president to rule it. This has led to the Egyptian army's entry as the sole and active party in
engineering the transition in a way that serves its interests.

Both experiences have proven that the intervention of the military institution in planning
the transition map was done on the one hand on its societal adhesion and on the other hand on
its organizational character which is matched only by the weakness of the political forces. This
has posed great challenges to succeed in the transition based on a gradual and consensual
approach between civilians and the military to neutralize the army and control it.
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