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«Interlanguage (n.) the linguistic system created by someone in the course of learning a

foreign language, different from either the speaker’s first language or the target language
being acquired. It reflects the learner’s evolving system of rules, and results from a variety of
processes, including the influence of the first language (transfer), contrastive interference
from the target language, and the overgeneralisation of newly encountered rules». David
Crystal, A dictionary of linguistics and phonetics, Blackwell, 6'" edition, 2008, p249.
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2 S . .
“%The concept of social distance emerged as an affective construct to give explanatory power to the place of

culture learning in second language learning. Social distance refers to the cognitive and affective proximity of
two cultures that come into contact within an individual... Schumann used the above factors to describe
hypothetically "good" and "bad" language learning situations, and illustrated each situation with two actual
cross-cultural contexts. His two hypothetical "bad" language learning situations:

1. The TL group views the L2 group as dominant and the L2 group views itself in the same way. Both groups
desire preservation and high enclosure for the L2 group, the L2 group is both cohesive and large, the two
cultures are not congruent, the two groups hold negative attitudes toward each other, and the L2 group intends to
remain in the TL area only for a short time.

2. The second bad situation has all the characteristics of the first except that in this case, the L2 group
considers itself subordinate and is considered subordinate by the TL group”. Douglas Brown, principles of
language learning and teaching, Pearson Longman, 4th ed, 2000, p185, 186.
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Résumé:

La linguistigue appliquée s’intéresse a I'étude des erreurs des apprenants dans le
domaine de [lenseignement des langues. Et dans cette perspective, lerreur est considérée
comme une nécessité pédagogique, voire la premiere étape de lapprentissage. En plus, les
erreurs des apprenants représentent un indicateur du déséquilibre du systeme éducatif et un
critere qui examine les programmes d’enseignement afin de répondre aux besoins des
apprenants en améliorant leurs performances et facilitant le processus de I’éducation.

Cette recherche vise donc a analyser les erreurs grammaticales commises par les
étudiants en langue arabe a la lumiere de la linguistique appliquée. Cette discipline semble
utile pour fournir a I’enseignement des langues les méthodes d'analyse des erreurs modernes
en identifiant ces erreurs, leurs types, leurs sources et leur interprétation. Et ensuite, elle
examine les raisons de traitement et recherche des solutions par le biais d'une méthode
scientifique qui dépasse lapproche conventionnelle établie sur l'erreur et la correction directe.

L'étude comprend une partie théorique soulevant le probleme de la recherche (erreur
grammaticale), en se concentrant sur ses causes, ses manifestations et la facon dont les
linguistes ont abordé la langue auparavant et récemment. Elle aborde ensuite leurs attitudes a
I'égard de lerreur et les normes utilisées dans la correction ou I'erreur, en explorant les
significations  linguistiques appliquées dans le traitement des erreurs, alors que la partie
pratigue a examiné six mémoires des étudiants en master de langue arabe dans les universités
algériennes. Elle analyse leurs erreurs de différents cotés en fonction des methodes d'analyse
linguistique moderne.

La recherche a conclu quil existe certains types d'erreurs grammaticales communes
chez les étudiants, telles que voyelles, verbes et modes, prépositions ... Ces résultats ont
également prouvé [lefficacitté de la méthode d'analyse en didactique des langues pour
differentes phases; de la premiére phase des apprenants jusqu'a leur niveau supérieur. Cette
approche a donné¢ de bons résultats dans I'analyse linguistique (en interne). En outre, l'analyse
comparative était si efficace pour détecter certaines structures non développées et certaines
habitudes négatives, provenant de [lintervention des dialectes parlés dans la société
algérienne.

Basant sur ces résultats, I'étude a suggéré un ensemble de suggestions et de solutions
considérées comme capables de contenir le phénoméne d’erreur grammaticale commise par
les étudiants dans le but d’élever le niveau de I'enseignement de la langue arabe avant et

pendant la phase universitaire.
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Abstract:
Applied Linguistics is concerned with the study of the learners’ mistakes in the field of

teaching languages. It considers the error an educational necessity since committing errors is
regarded as the first step for learning. Moreover, the learners’ mistakes represent an indicator
of the imbalance in the educational system, and a measure that investigates the educational
curricula and programs in order to suit the learners’ needs improving their performance, and
facilitating the process of education.

Thus, this research aims to analyze the grammatical mistakes committed by the Arabic
language students in the light of the Applied Linguistics. This discipline seems useful in
providing the teaching languages field with the analysis methods of modern errors in the
identification of the errors and their types ,their sources, and their interpretation. And then it
examines the reasons for their treatment , looking for solutions through a scientific method
that overtakes the conventional approach establised on the error and the direct correction.

The study includes theoretical aspects of the research problem (grammatical error),
focusing on its causes, its manifestations, and how the linguists tackled the language
previously and recently. Then it discusses their attitudes towards the error and the standards
used in the correction or the error, exploring the applied linguistics significances in the
treatment of the errors. Whereas, the practical study was conducted on six dissertations of the
Master Students of the Arabic language in the Algerian universities. It analyzes their errors in
different sides according to the methods of modern linguistic analysis.

The research deduced that there are certain types of grammatical errors which are
common among students, such as vowels, modal verbs, prepositions... These results proved
also the efficiency of the analysis method in language teaching for various phases ; from the
first phase of the learners till their advanced level. This approach attained good results in the
language analysis (internally). In addidtion, the comparative analysis was so available in the
detection of some undeveloped patterns and negative habits, originating from the intervention
of the dialects spoken in the Algerian society.

Based on these results, the study presented a set of suggestions and solutions which
are considered to be able to contain the phenomenon of grammatical error among the students,

and to raise the level of the Arabic language teaching before and during the university phase.
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