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Summary:

Our research focuses on the establishment of the Barghawata
Emirate in Tamesna and their unique religious sect, which emerged
early in the second Islamic century. Initially, it began as a faction of
the Sufrite Kharijites, yet soon diverged from the Sufrite principles
instilled by their founder, Tarif ibn Sham'un, a disciple of Ikrimah, the
freedman of lbn Abbas. Ikrimah had inspired in them the spirit of
rebellion, departure, and allegiance to their own tenets.

Upon the death of Tarif, his son Salih assumed leadership, aiming
to bring about profound changes within the Barghawata society,
particularly on the religious level. He instilled these changes within
his inner circle and children, instructing them to withhold these
teachings from the general populace until safety and sufficient power
were assured.

Successive heirs adhered to this directive, and once their authority
was solidified, they disclosed their concealed beliefs to the subjects,
imposing upon them new scriptures, rituals, and forms of worship
unfamiliar to them. Salih and his successors claimed prophethood and
enforced these beliefs with severity, even resorting to executions for
those who rejected the new doctrines.

Their militant activities led to increasing hostility from
neighboring tribes, states, and opposing powers. This resulted in
repeated assaults and wars, given the resilience and war-hardiness of
the Barghawata community, coupled with the difficult terrain of their
homeland. Ultimately, these conflicts concluded with the fall of their
state at the hands of the Sunni Almoravid state in the mid-fifth Islamic
century.

The spread of Barghawata beliefs left a lasting impact on
Moroccan society, particularly in the religious sphere, as they
propagated heretical and apostate ideologies, distorting Islam and
establishing laws that contradicted Islamic teachings. They also served
as an obstacle to the reform movement led by the Almoravids,
delaying their movement to Al-Andalus and contributing to the loss of
many significant cities and fortresses.
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